
Minutes

Cedar Lane Social Justice Council Meeting

Thursday, January 3, 2008

Present: Mike Benefiel, Deborah Vollmer, Stephen Colgan, Helen Strang, Karen Lerner, Pat Karlsen, Connie Nissley, Sandy Shaw, Kay Scott, Betsy Devlin-Foltz, Heather Janules.

1. Opening

· Chalice lighting (Mike named two U.S. diplomats in Khartoum who were killed on New Year’s Day and offered our condolences to their families.)

· Mike Benefiel encouraged members to think about other people who might be interested in joining next year’s SJC to be elected at the Congregation-wide meeting later this year.

2. Outreach to the Congregation

· Survey results: Betsy Devlin-Foltz shared a list of members & friends of the congregation who have indicated an interest in social justice issues by filling out either the survey from the Lounge Lizards table or the one distributed after the March 4, 2007, board led service.  The list will be sent to all task force leaders so the can reach out to them as they plan activities.  Three people in the congregation indicated an interest in serving on SJC on the March 4 survey.  Betsy, Pat, and Kay will follow-up with them to find out about their interest and availability if not this year, since it’s been a while since they “raised their hands,” perhaps next year.

· Social Justice Bulletin listserv: Betsy proposed creating a Social Justice email list [listserv] to allow sharing of information between newsletters with those interested in receiving it.  The list would send out one or two messages per week that consolidate short announcements from task force leaders & other CLUUC members on social justice issues. It will be a moderated listserv to which only the moderator can post.  

(Since the meeting the list has been created and can be accessed at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/socialjusticebulletin/ Members of SJC and others will receive an invitation to join the list.  Anyone can request membership by sending an email message to socialjusticebulletin-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.) 

· Facebook Group: Mike has created a Facebook group for SJC to which members should have received an invitation.  All are welcome to join and can do so by responding to the email invitation.  Contact Mike mike@persuasiveinformation.com if you haven’t received an invitation and would like one.

3. Special Collection for American Near East Refugee Association (ANERA): Helen Strang proposed that SJC recommend using one of the special Sunday collections to support this group that is working with Palestinian refugees in Gaza, West Bank, and Jordan.  ANERA was  one of the alternative giving options this year. There was consensus to work toward getting this authorized.  The council discussed the importance of and communicating with the congregation in advance about ANERA’s work through literature at the lounge table, information in newsletter, order of service, listserv, and announcements (on the day of the collection?)  by the ministers.

4. Treasurer’s  Report  (Connie can you send me an ecopy of the budget?)
Connie Nissley noted:

· We have spent $300 for copies & supplies. 

· ETF brought in $82 from light sales to help defray cost of Green-In

· UUSJ requested receiving the balance of our pledged contribution now.  Mike proposed and the Council agreed to send a check for $2050 which would complete our dues and contribution for the year. UUSJ welcomes individual memberships and contributions which can be made via www.uusj.org
· Bus tickets for Feb 11 lobbying trip to Annapolis will be sold at the lounge table, after the forum this week and at other times.  A process for managing the money was discussed. Ticket prices: $20 for one; $35 for two; $15 for youth.

5. LGBT Task Force 

· Stephen Colgan pointed out that the political season is starting up and that the LGBT task force is getting information out particularly about Marriage Equality legislation, which is likely to be introduced in the Maryland legislature. He circulated the text of Religious Freedom and Civil Marriage and Protection Act and noted that it was the first time that the issue is being addressed in a pro-active way, rather than as a defensive measure, though a counter measure is expected.

· Feb. 11, 2008, Equality Maryland & Lobby Day, “Freedom to Marry” bus to Annapolis.  Work on a big UU presence is underway.  Mike is chartering a bus for Cedar Laners and others ($20 for one, $35 for two tickets.)  Lots of interest!  The bus can hold 50 and we are hoping for 20 from Cedar Lane.  

· A family bingo/game night is planned for Feb 2.

· Considering a concert by Lesbian and Gay Chorus (more informal group than Gay Men’s Chorus which entertained us last year) with associated donations collected for an appropriate Cedar Lane fund.

· Plans are underway for on-going training to update Cedar Lane’s “welcoming congregation” status.

6. Board of Trustees report

Karen Lerner shared that the Finance Committee has suggested that the board consider allocating part of collection plate to a social justice activity on an on-going basis, in addition to the special collections authorized by SJC.  Lots of details need to be worked out.  There was consensus that SJC is delighted with this idea.  It was suggested that a special task force be formed to to manage this and research appropriate recipients—with broad congregational representation (Board, SJC, RE, youth, choir…) A document was circulated on the impact that this kind of strategy has had at other congregations.  

7. Training workshop with Rev. Louise Green, Social Justice Minister of All Souls, March 2008

Mike is working with Louise Green to schedule a workshop that will be open to all.  He encouraged members to think of people who might be interested in joining SJC so they can be invited to attend.

8. Peace Activism

Deborah Vollmer, working with Peace Action Montgomery, Montgomery County Coalition Against War, shared information about the following events:

· January 11 10 am protest on the Mall against Torture, Guantanamo and Extraordinary Rendition.

· MLK Day protest in front of Lockheed Martin in Bethesda

· Peace Action Candidates Forum for 4th & 8th Congressional Districts-County Council Bldg Rockville 2-4 pm Sunday Jan, 27 3rd floor.

· McCAW will continue to meet at CLUUC.  Informational discussion planned for Wed 23rd 7:30 on the Presidential & Congressional Elections as they relate to the Peace Movement.

9. 50th Anniversary Day of ServiceTask Force

Heather Janules expects to hold a meeting of the task force in late Jan to begin planning for the Day of Service events.

10. Denominational Affairs 

Bob McClusky & Heather will meet with GA delegates to revisit study action issue and to prepare for next UUGA in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, June 25-29, 2008.  She noted that there is a political brouhaha surrounding GA related to security measures required by the convention center that is part of the Port Authority.

Respectfully submitted,

Betsy Devlin-Foltz

SJC Secretary
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