
 2009 SUMMER SERMON SCHEDULE:   10 a.m. services 
    (updated as of 6/4/09 by Worship Committee) 
 
 
 June 28:  “Unitarian Universalism: Everything That's Wrong Wi th It," 
    John Kelly, who writes a column for The Post Metro section 
 

   
      
 
 July 5:  Independence Day Jazz Concert & Service: A Cedar Lane Tradition!  
      

 
 
   
 
 
    Capital Focus Jazz Band 
 
   Please stay for the Partner Church Committee benefit brunch   
  which follows!      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 

  
We Cedar Laners come to Unitarian Universalism for 
many reasons, but probably chief among them is that it's 
the best fit for us.  
But no religion is perfect and here's what's wrong with 
ours.  



  

 July 12: “New Directions for Youth Ministry,"  
    Rev. Archene Turner  
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
            
      
 
 
 
 
 
Archene Turner is a UU minister.  She was born to Jamaican parents, spent many years in 
boarding school in North Wales, graduating from Meadville Lombard Theological 
School with a Masters of Divinity.  Rev. Turner comes from a family of ministers, but 
found her home in Unitarian Universalism which unites her strong belief in Social Justice 
Activism and the need to support a community of individuals with varying theologies.   
  
     
 July 19:  “Something Fishy About You,” Robert “Mac” West, PhD 
 

 
   Creationists (people who want the bible taught in science classes beside  
  evolution) say that evolution has errors because we do not have all of the  
  “transitional species” evidence from single cells to us.  Mac has worked  
  on and directed some of the projects that fill the gaps.  He has been a  
  professor, a museum director and an active member and current officer of  
  the primary organization (National Center for Science Education) that  
  fights putting religion into science classes.   

 

 
Recommendations have been made 
to the UUA board on improving 
 ministry to our youth.   
 
 Archene is a member of the group 
that developed recommendations 
for the UUA Board on improving 
 ministry to our youth. 
 
 Come and hear her reflections.   



  

     
                  
  July 26:    "Is There Life After Death?"  Rev. Alida DeCoster

  
     
 Alida DeCoster is currently Minister to the Internship Program at the UU 
 Washington Office.  She also has completed the Spiritual Guidance Program at 
 Shalem Institute and meets with individuals for spiritual reflection. 
 
  
August 2: "The Great Promise of Environmental Justice,” 
   Rev. Terry Ellen  
  It's been over a year since Van Jones woke us up at General Assembly.   What  
 have we learned in the meantime? How does this ethical stance provide a   
 template for a sane, even beautiful, path into the future? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
  
   If ever there was a time for us to exalt the common good and take an   
 environmentally responsible approach to progress, while simultaneously 
 strengthening the economy, it is now. 
 Rev. Dr. Terry Ellen is Consulting Minister in Cumberland, MD, and Executive 
 Director of UUs for Social Justice (Baltimore-Washington area).  He's served 
 congregations in Wakefield, MA, Ridgewood, NJ, and, for two years as Interim 
 Associate, at Cedar Lane.  
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 In every spring garden I see blossoms 
opening and blossoms dying at the  
 same time. 
 This makes me realize how interwoven life and 
 death are.   
How does death impact our living? 
 How can we make peace with it?" 
 

 



  

 
 August 9:  "Transitions and Transformations," Rev. Leslie Westbrook  
 

 
 
The Rev. Leslie Westbrook, a pastoral psychotherapist whose community ministry is 
endorsed by Cedar Lane, will explore this subject. 
   
         
 August 16: "Living in an Anti-Racist, Anti-Oppressive,  
   Multicultural World,"  Rev. Archene Turner  
 

 
 

  I say frequently, “I am a coalition of one,” since I bring many identities  
  into a room when I enter.  But, are there places where difference does not  
  mean marginality?  What will it take for us to live in such a world?  
  
Archene Turner is a UU minister.  She was born to Jamaican parents, spent many years in 
boarding school in North Wales, graduating from Meadville Lombard Theological 
School with a Masters of Divinity.  Rev. Turner comes from a family of ministers, but 
found her home in Unitarian Universalism which unites her strong belief in Social Justice 
Activism and the need to support a community of individuals with varying theologies.   
 
 
 
 

 

Unitarian Universalists are often heard to 
say the mission of our denomination and 
churches is to  
  work for social change, 
            for transformation of our world 
.  
 Whether on the microcosm of the individual 
life, or in the larger world, we say our 
mission is to  
 “save a broken and hurting world.” 
 



  

 August 23:  “We Are of the Stars,” Rev. Bobbi Nelson 
  “Out of the stars in their flight, 
    out of the dust of eternity, 
     here have we come, 
   Stardust and sunlight, 
    mingling through time and space…” 
    (excerpt of “We are of the Stars, by Robert T. Weston) 
  

 
 
 

 August 30:  “Yes to Life!”  
    Glenn Farley, Ministerial Student, Starr King  
    School for the Ministry       

 
  by Enid Romank 
 

Glenn Coleman Farley is a third year seminarian at Starr King School for the Ministry in 
Berkeley, CA, having just finished his term there as Student Body President.  Cedar Lane 
is his religious home, having been raised and nurtured by the religious education program 
and serving as the senior high youth coordinator. Currently, Glenn serves on the 
Investment Committee of the Starr King Board as well as the Committee on Socially 
Responsible Investing of the Unitarian Universalist Association.     
   
 September 6:  "The Grim Reaper in Uniform:  Chasing  
     Death ... and Meaning on the Battlefield," 
     Bob Steck, educator, consultant, writer  

 

 
 
  Reflections on growing up at Cedar 
 Lane and  
 
 what Unitarian   
   Universalism offers.  
 
 And just what are UUs called to today?   

 
Roberta (Bobbie) Nelson served Cedar 
Lane as Minister of Religious Education 
from 1987 until her retirement in 2001. She 
was very involved in the development of 
the UUA religious education curricula Our 
Whole Lives and The Haunting House. 
 

 



  

 
  Our views of death in some ways determine how we view and fight wars,  
  and our experience of war shapes our views of death.  I see these issues in  
  a context of meaning, ethics, and political philosophy. 
 

  
 
 
  

       

Bob Steck was drafted into military service from 
teaching Philosophy at Washington and Lee 
University. After spending one tour of duty in 
Vietnam, he decided not to spend the rest of his career 
exclusively in Academia, but has instead served 
as a consultant and writer for a wide variety of 
enterprises, and as an adjunct professor at Colorado 
College and George Washington University.   
  


