
The Alliance of Cedar Lane Unitarian Universalist Church is an affiliate member of the church open to all interested women and men. Its purpose is 

to promote programs and activities of a cultural and community nature that support Unitarian Universalist principles. In furtherance of these 

purposes the Alliance raises its own funds and establishes its own budget. 

  

Alliance Day 

Thursday, March 12, 2020 

The Schedule for Alliance Day  
 

11:30 a.m.         A relaxed time for socializing 
 

12 noon              Potluck lunch. Please bring a main 

dish, salad, side, or dessert to serve eight. Please 

identify ingredients for those who are vegan, vege-

tarian, or have food sensitivities (e.g. meat, nuts, 

wheat, dairy). And Please don't bring serving utensils! 
 

1 p.m.                 Program 

Volunteer Assignments: 

Set Up: 10:30 Don Woodruff 

 

Greeter: 

Curb Assistant: 

11:30 Helen Pechacek 

Janet Krause 

Receiving Food: 11:45 Jean Schaible 

Clear 

Tables: 

12:45 Jean Arp 

Linda Gianessi 

Serving Tables: 12:45 Betsy Binkes 

Tablecloths:  Joe Merenda 

Pat Phillips 

Bartender: 11:00 Bob Harrison 

Flowers: 

 
 

 Sue Woodruff 
Diane Mahlmood 

April Newsletter Deadline  
Tuesday, March 24, 2020. Send items to Leslie Backus 

at backusle@verizon.net.   

 

President’s Message for March ♣ 
To me March means Reawakening— flowering bulbs, 
blustery clouds, daylight savings time (Sunday, March 8, 
2020), and green everything! Despite my Polish last 
name, my maternal roots were 100% Irish. “Danny 
Boy”/smiling “Irish Eyes” were our lullabies; corned 
beef and cabbage was served--once a year; one always 
had an eye open for leprechauns, especially at the end 
of rainbows. Good luck came in the shape of a 4 leaf 
clover. Irish is the second most popular ethnicity 
Americans claim (German is first). Nearly 35 million 
Americans report having Irish heritage, according to the 
census. That’s 7 times the population of Ireland.  My 
pilgrimage to the motherland was even better than my 
childhood visions—with poets/cliffs/stew/round- 
abouts/neighborhood pubs. Most of us aged immi-
grants embrace “our” history/differences/roots; It has 
taken time. Our March, 2020, Reawakening is in fast 
forward mode: “Our” neighborhoods are truly global; 
our degrees of attachment are often less than 6, sharing 
almost instantaneous communication with an unfor-
tunate person quarantined in their home/ship half a 
world away. This is us!                        Louise Stomierowski  
 

Program for March 
Author Ai-Ling Louie will talk 
about her children's book, 
"Patsy Mink, Mother of Title 
IX."  Patsy Mink was from 
Hawaii and the first Congresswoman of color. 

She was the co-author of Title IX, the law that gave 
women equal treatment in education and sports.  Ms. 
Louie will also talk about her other biographies for chil-
dren, also centered around prominent Asian-Americans, 
including Vera Wang, Yo-Yo Ma, and Astronaut Kalpana 
Chawla. She'll touch on how she started her career in 
writing for elementary school children and the chal-
lenges she encountered along the way. Born in New 
York City and raised on Long Island, Ai-Ling graduated 
from Sarah Lawrence College and received her graduate 
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degree from Wheelock College. After teaching school 
near Boston, she moved to New Jersey, where she was 
an elementary school teacher and children's librarian. 
                                                                                     Mike Harris                                                                               

April Speakers for the Alliance Luncheon 
For our April luncheon program, Drs. Catherine Bushnell 
and Brian Walitt of NIH's National Center on Comple-
mentary and Integrative Health will do a joint presen-
tation on chronic pain.                            Mike Harris 
 

We are No Longer Collecting Pill Bottles The 

Alliance will no longer be 

accepting pill bottles for 

transmission to Matthew:25 

Ministries.  If anyone would like to 

send them on their own, the link 

is https://m25m.org/pillbottles/  We thank Cedar 

Laners for their overwhelming support of our effort to 

assist Matthew:25 Ministries in their mission to provide 

clean medicine bottles to third world countries and help 

the environment each individual bottle was so very 

much appreciated                                                Dottie Mara 
 

In the Lounge in March 
Books will be on sale after both 
services on March 1, 8, & 29. Because 
of Celebration Sunday, there will be no 
sales on the 22nd. Donations of books 
in good condition are always welcome and should be 
left in the coat closet at the top of the stairs. New 
donations sell quickly and all our profits go to the 

CLUUC general budget or area charities. 
Jewelry sales will occur after both services 
on March 15. You can give donations 
directly to Judy or leave them in the church 
office (there’s a labeled cabinet) 
                  Helen Pechacek and Judy Laurenson                                   

First Friday Book Club-

11am in Rms 1-2 
The First Friday Book Club 
welcomes old friends and new. 
Bring a sandwich and socialize over refreshments at 
noon. Reading list for the next two months: 
March 6: American Dervish by Ayad Akhtar. 369 pp/ F 
(2012) A stirring and explosive debut novel about an 
American Muslim family in Michigan struggling with 
faith and belonging in the pre-9/11 world. 
                                                    Refreshments: Dottie Mara 
April 3: Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng. 348 pp. F 
(2017) In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive 
suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the 
layout of the winding roads, to the colors of the houses, 

to the successful lives its residents. When old family 
friends of ling time residents attempt to adopt a Chi-
nese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that 
dramatically divides the town--and puts the two fami-
lies on opposing sides.  
                                        Refreshments: Cherry Wunderlich 
                                                                                    Barbara Lewis 

 

Alliance Member Profile for March:  
     Kensington, MD resident John Giovanelli, 89, joined 
Cedar Lane in the 60s. With his second wife Martha 
(nee Tsukiyama) he became a member of the Alliance 
following his retirement in 1995 after a thirty-year 
career as a plant scientist at the National Institutes of 
Health.  
     “I really enjoy the monthly luncheons,” John says. 
“The camaraderie, the food and the speakers keep me 
connected and informed. Plus, they’re such interesting 
and nice people!”  At one time, he assisted in organizing 
a monthly film series. Now, he sweetens the luncheon 
offerings by ensuring that chocolate cheesecake is a 
regular treat.  
     John grew up in Taree, New South Wales, Australia. 
He attended public schools where his father Grantel 
Elwin Giovanelli was a strict headmaster, and his 
mother Doris (“Dot”) Eileen Dennison was a home-
maker. His younger sister Judy McLaren, a music educa-
tor and pianist, lives in Johannesburg, South Africa.   
     John was a studious lad with an intellectual’s intro-
verted temperament and curiosity. Growing up, he 
enjoyed fun athletic activities like body surfing, tennis, 
and ping pong. He recalls taking a six-week solo trip as a 
young man on a freighter across the Pacific. He com-
peted in English Ballroom dancing with his first wife 
Edna Gankerseer, who passed away in 1988. With his 
second wife Martha, he enjoyed camping, hiking and 
RV-ing across America and Europe. She passed away in 
2015. A cat lover, his favorite was the much beloved 
‘Roo, a Siamese that he walked on a leash.       
     He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in agriculture 
from the University of Sydney. He further pursued his 
fascination for plants and a predilection for scientific 
research at the University of California, Berkeley (PhD), 
and completed a postdoctoral fellowship from The 
Johns Hopkins University.  He begin his career at NIH in 
1965 as the Principle Investigator in the greenhouse 
laboratory of General and Comparative Biochemistry. 
     John authored a well-received textbook, Plant 
Biochemistry (1964) and contributed to many journals 
and conference papers, e.g., “Quantitative Analysis of 
Pathways of Methionine Metabolism and Their 
Regulation in Lemma (1984).”                        
                                                                             Bob Harrison                                                                           
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